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Back

when I first start-
ed following the creation-evolution
debate and had immersed myself in an
array of Henry Morris books, a particu-
lar statement he made in passing stuck
with me. Morris wrote, “Somehow,
[God] is bringing even greater glory to
His Name, and greater blessing to His
children, through the work of redemp-
tion and salvation than through His
work of creation” (Morris, 1991, p. 70).
The inference is that the Fall in the
Garden of Eden was not a disconnected,
random, or haphazard intrusion into an
otherwise perfect universe but a neces-
sary component of a broader picture of
history and theology.

The inherent compartmental nature
of Morris’s dispensationalism aside, the
above statement spoke to the importance
of an integrated theology that finds the
doctrine of creation set properly within
the context of a broader narrative, speak-
ing to the purpose of creation as well as
the new creation in Christ. Though the
cosmos was pronounced “very good” at
the completion of Creation Week, Day 7

was not the fulfillment of God’s ultimate
purpose in creating the physical uni-
verse. As evidenced by the presence of

. the serpent, the Garden of Eden would

* be unlike the final consummation.

Better than the Beginning develops
that sidebar from Henry Morris and
fills an eschatological gap (definitely no
pun intended) in creationist literature.
Barcellos is careful to demonstrate the
interconnectedness of the doctrine of
creation with other key doctrines by
surveying the broader metanarrative
of Scripture. It is a reminder that the
doctrine of creation is ultimately theo-
logical, not scientific, and must not be
treated as an isolated, specialized field
of study.

While biblical creationists have been
enthusiastic to defend the historicity and
authenticity of the Creation account
as recorded in Genesis, such should
not be divorced from a comprehensive
theological framework. For this reason,
Barcellos’s work will be of little interest
to the apologist hoping to simply add
more evidence to his arsenal for the
dismemberment of evolutionary mythol-
ogy. Barcellos’s approach is unasham-
edly presuppositional, asserting that
“we should not argue about evidences.
We should simply proclaim them, but
within a biblical worldview. The pen-
etrating Christian apologist will attempt
to get behind the facts and arguments

to the philosophy of fact which their
opponent brings to the facts” (p. 59).
Barcellos explains why the truthfulness
of Scripture must be our starting axiom
and not a conclusion expected to be
produced via the accumulation of data.

Noteworthy is the discussion of
general and special revelation and the
epistemological ramifications of the Fall
on man’s mind. Barcellos writes, “Man’s
ability to receive and acknowledge the
revelation of God’s glory in creation is
like trying to listen to AM radio at night.
It is all distorted” (p. 48); “Man’s ability
to receive and properly acknowledge the
revelation of God’s glory in creation is
not what it was in the beginning” (p.
50). This section reminded me of W.
R. Downing’s fine treatise on the epis-
temological futility of the natural man
(Sabato, 2016).

While the focus is primarily theo-
logical, the author also takes the time to
defend a literal six-day creation, noting
the ramifications of various compromise
efforts. He accomplishes this by utilizing
a simple and consistent hermeneutical
method (the “analogy of faith” and “the
analogy of Scripture”). He rightly notes,
“When asking a question about any text
of Scripture, the safest place to go for
answers is the Scripture itself. In the case
of the days of creation, God speaks. He
interprets them for us through the words
of Moses in Exodus 20:11 (and in other



Volume 54, Summer 2017

81

is glory in the spa
wdinary twenty-four hour days” (p.
‘There are many fine inisights in this
short book, and readers are likely to ben-
efit from Barcellos’s unique approach to
the study of creation. He contends that
“creation and new creation are vitally
related in the biblical drama of revela-
tion. Redemption by Christ is connected
to creation in the space of six days” (p.
88). Certainly, no book I have read thus
far has more adequately dealt with the
eschatology of creation while maintain-

 den Wrong (Fou

: r-
rs Press), a preview
of which can be found in, The Covenant
of Works (2016). Also scheduled for pub-
lication this year is Lita Cosner’s From
Creation to Salvation (Cosner, 2017). 1
look forward to these contributions to
the study of biblical creation.
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